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choice of so leautiful and amiable a virgin for his bride;
how greatly they had encouraged the match; and how
chagrined they were, that, from the lightness and incon-
stancy of his temper, the proposed alliance was quite at
an end. This wonderful acquittal of the damsel the groom
deposed he had received in half an hour after his arrival at
Blenheim; and he gave the most natural and unembarrassed
account of all the stages he had made, going and coming.

You may still suspect, and so did some of the council,
that every tittle of this report and of the letter were not
gospel: though I own I thought the epistle not irrecon-
cilable to other parts of the conduct of their Graces about
their children. Still, I defy you to guess a thousandth part
of the marvellous explanation of the mystery.

The first circumstance that struck was, that the Duke,
in his own son's name, had forgotten the d in the middle.
That was possible in the hurry of doing justice. Next, the
wax was black; and nobody could discover for whom such
illustrious personages were in mourning. Well; that was
no proof one way or other. Unluckily, somebody suggested
that Lord Henry Sp.* was in town, though to return
the next day to Holland. A messenger was sent to him,
though very late at nightx to beg he would repair to
Argyll House. He did : the letter was shown to him ; he
laughed, and said it had not the least resemblance to his
father's hand. This was negative detection enough; but
now comes the most positive and wonderful unravelling!

The next day the General received a letter from a gentle-
man, confessing that his wife, a friend of Miss Charly, had
lately received from her a copy of a most satisfactory
testimonial from the Duke of Marlborough in her favour
(though, note, the narrative was not then gone to Blenheim);

4 Iiord Heniy Spencer, tke Duke's second son : Secretary of Legation
at tfce Hague.
